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despite its majority and despite its homogeneity,, to keep the
new government as weak as any of its predecessors. Stresemann
cannot but have seen that; nor can he have failed to recognize
that a weak coalition was almost useless to him as a medium,
But he had his own reasons for not wanting it to be strong. If
it developed into a strong coalition and lasted,, then it would
provoke the formation of an opposition coalition, and would fall
as a coalition. There would virtually be a two-party alignment
—the Centrum being regarded as perpetually interchangeable—
and if to a real coalition a real coalition succeeded there would
in the latter be no place for a Populist minister. At the moment
what he felt must be avoided at all costs was a situation in which
he might have to leave the Foreign Office, He felt that no one
but himself understood his policy, that no one but himself could
carry it through; that, even if continuity of foreign policy were
assured, it could not be carried through even by a Left politician
who understood it, because he would encounter an opposition
that would wreck it. He saw that with painful clearness, and it
determined his whole inaction. He did not see that a failure to
take advantage of the opportunity to reform the system constituted
a far greater threat to the ultimate success of his policy than any
change at the Foreign Office. If parliamentary government broke
down, and that was the danger of weak coalitions, the policy was
gone. But he did not think that parliamentary government would
break down; after all it had existed in times much worse than
these, and better times were coming. He did not foresee crisis,
and so he failed to see that the return to normality itself produced
parliamentary crisis. And so a golden opportunity was lost
because no one would take it; the Right coalition ended as it
began. A second Stresemann might have taken it, but there was
only one Stresemann, and at the moment he was veritably locked
up in the Foreign Office; he was not yet a national leader.
To the observer to-day there is something fantastic in the
creation of a government with an imposing majority which was
deliberately left precarious, proposing to be responsible for the
government of a great nation with no other programme than
defence of the state form and a determination to support the

